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Born 1929
Died 1999

Word Smart
Writer

Bom in Joplin, Wissouri, James Largston Hughes was
bom into an abolitionst family. Hugles attended Central High School in
Cleveland, Ohio, butbeg an writing poetry in the eighth zrade, and was selected
as Class Poet.  His father paxd his tmtion to Colmebia Unmersty on the
grounds he studyengineering. Aftera short tirne Langston dropped out of the
prograrn with a B+ average, all the while he continved writing poetry. Later,
hi poems, short plass, essays, and short stories appeared in the NASCF
publication Crers MMagazine and in Opportinity Magazine and other
publications.
In 1923, Hughes traveled abroad on a freighter to the Senegal

Higeria, the Camerooms, Belgium Congo, Angola, and Guinea in Aftica, and
later to Italyard Frarce, Fussi and Spam. One of s favorite pastimes
whe ther abroad or in Washington, D.C. or Harler, Hew York was sitting in the
clhub s listening to bilues, jazz and writing poetry.

One of Hughes' finest essavs appeatred in the Nation in 1926, entitled
"The Megwo Artit and the Facial Mbuntain” Langston Hughes was a prolific
writer. In the fortwodd wears between his fisthookin

1926 ard his death in 1967, he devoted his 1ife to writing and lecturing
Langston Hughes died of cancer on Ilay 22, 1947, His residerc e at 20 East
127th Street in Harlera, MNew York has been grven landrnark status by the Hew
York City Preservaton Commission. His block of East 127th Street was
enamed "Largston Hughes Place” .
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